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Water: its History, Characteristics, Hygi- 
enic, and Therapeutic Uses. 
By Samvent W. Francis, A.M., M.D. 
No. 1. 

Religious History.—When the pleasing duty is 
assigned us of discussing a subject which could 
well employ the thoughtful mind for many busy 
years, we enter upon a consideration of its 
beauty and depths with a calm pensiveness, and 
pursue its charms with a quiet enjoyment, un- 
limited by the narrow bounds of a set task. We 
feel that humanity is interested in the same ob- 
ject of our investigation, and appreciate, to the 
fullest extent, the contemplation of that which 
is common, in its usefulness to all, and may, 
with impunity, be regarded by mankind as the 
only true democratic link in nature. 

Water, as a theme, is as expansive as the 
ocean—as endless, in its teachings of philoso- 
phy, as the globe itself—and as truthful in its 
reflections as it is pure in its organization; as 
an inhabitant of the earth, one of the oldest— 
as a parent of secondary growths, the most 
antiquated. We find recorded in the pages 
of Holy Writ:—‘‘ Darkness was upon the face 
ot the deep,” and “God moved on the face of 
the waters.’* It was not until the waters 
were formed that the firmament (heavens) was 
made. The waters existed before even dry land 
appeared. When that grand scheme of nature 
had been fulfilled—when all the plants of the 
earth, and lights, had been created, to balance 
the laws of the sphere—there was a stillness, 
such as never can be equaled again. 

Then, on the fifth day, ‘God said, let the 
waters bring forth abundantly the moving crea- 
; * Genesis, chap. i., verse 2. 
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tures that hath life;” not only “whales and 
every living thing which the waters brought 
forth after his kind,” but “the fowl that may 
fly above the earth in the open firmament of 
heaven.” 

In the second chapter of Genesis, we find 
that, when all was completed and God rested 
from his labors, and was well pleased that it 
was very good, “there went up a mist from 
the earth and watered the whole face of the 
ground.” 

The garden of Eden—the paradise of man 
before his fall—was wel] watered by a stream 
that parted into four heads on emerging from 
its beautiful seclusion, where man was, for cen- 
turies, to dwell in purity and innocence. It 
is important to be thus minute in detailing the 
smallest facts connected with the earlier history 
of water in the beginning of the world; for it 
establishes an interesting and instructive chain 
of evidence from chaos to the end of the slow- 
paced movements of advancing time, that at 
once stamps upon the face of a truthful record 
the priority of water. And what can be of 
greater moment to man than this mundane 
sphere while he lives and breathes and moves? 
And when he learns of the part borne by water 
at the commencement of all, he experiences 
additional interest in tracing out its meander- 
ings through the green pastures. Leaving a 
large margin in the book of life, he passes on 
to meditate upon it as the key-note of all that 
breathes. 

To toach briefly upon the uses made of water 
in the Bible for the benefit of man, we find 
many instances of historical importance, in- 
volving moral teachings, miraculous cures, and 
suggestive lessons. When the world had aban- 
doned itself to sin, and mankind refused to 
listen to the admonitions of a merciful God, the 
elements bore down the messages of wrathful 
indignation from the fountain head of Truth, 
and thousands were thus swallowed up in 
water. The ay washed all from the record 
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of humanity, save those who, exhibiting a 
pious faith, had gathered themselves together 
in the Ark of the Covenant, the sole represent- 
atives of this future world; and that the hu- 
man mind might not lose its just ambition in 
ages yet to come, Iris appeared, spanning the 
heavens and telling, in all the softening colors 
of prismatic truth, the mercy of an injured 
Deity. Strange, indeed, does it appear to the 
contemplative mind, that, while the world was 
first destroyed by water, its second end will be 
produced by want of it! 

The wells of Jacob are still in existence, and 
may be seen by the traveller, or met with by 
the weary pilgrim on his lonely path of duty 
and of sorrow. 

While all the males in Egypt were being slain 
to restrict the increase of the Israelites; while 
parents wept and mothers sat bereaved of 
their bright future prospects, the infant Moses 
was placed upon the bosom of the placid stream 
to be wafted at the disposition of the God of 
Israel, the future Jeader of a mighty host, the 
faithful ruler of an ungrateful people. Borne 
along the banks of Pharoah’s river, he was 
rescued by the heathen. Thus an eventful 
era in the history of the world turned upon 
the fated voyage of the little fragile bark, and 
the sleeping innocent, the embryo of future 
purposes, the instrument of Providence. When 
the seven plagues failed to soften Pharoah’s 
heart, and he repented him of his rash permit 
to depart, though many miracles had been per- 
formed to demonstrate the existence of a 
mightier power, it remained for the Red sea to 
roll back at the word of the all-powerful Jan, to 
liberate forever the bondsman from the tyrant’s 
sway. Returning, at the second mandate, to its 
former bed, it swallowed up the worshipper of 
idols, with his great company of soldiers, and 
left another mark in the records of the nation’s 
progress that foretold a change of customs, 
habits, and religion. 

The children of the wilderness journeyed on 
ebedient to the movements of the cloudy pillar ; 
and when at length surrounded by a desert 
waste, with no appreciable evidences of relief 
from thirst and hunger, they doubted the wis- 
dem of an ever mindful guide, and with parched 
lips, and uplifted eyes, rebuked the Omnipotent 
for such painful trials, the flinty rock was 
smitten and pure water gushed forth to alleviate 
their sufferings and confirm their faith. 

The miraculous adventures of the prophet 
Jonah form one of the most interesting facts 
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connected with the earlier periods marked in 
the writings of the Old Testament. Elijah, 
when there had been few before him to exhibit 
signs of faith and reliance on the aid of heaven, 
fearlessly crossed the river Jordan, with no 
power save that of confidence in God. And 
when Naaman had tried all the remedies of his 
own dominion, the simple answer to hisinquiry 
for beneficial means to be employed, was but to 
bathe just seven times in the river Jordan. 
The keeping back the rain for many days, and 
then pouring down a plentiful supply on dried 
up lands, in answer to the Prophet’s prayer, 
serve to indicate the mighty influence upon the 
dullest intellects or hardest hearts, produced by 
droughts, the consequences of controiling na- 
ture’s plans. 

When Hager was abandoned, with her child, 
to the care of nought save the proud elements, 
and fainting, they sat down to die for want of 
sustenance, an angel of the Lord appeared and 
pointed out the spring of cool, refreshing 
water. David exercised more praiseworthy 
self-control when refusing the helmet of water, 
purchased by the blood of a few, than when 
leading his victorious armies forth to meet a 
valiant enemy. How suggestive of quiet bene- 
fits and soothing influences are the pools of 
Siloam and Bethesda! How surpassingly bean- 
tiful is the story of the angel descending from 
above to purify the waters and medicate the 
stream, where old and indigent, decrepid and 
enfeebled human brothers laved their wounds 
and found a panacea. 

More of the miracles of our Saviour were per- 
formed on the water than we can find recorded 
of any one other subject of Divine regard. The 
tribute money, demanded from his followers, 
was instantly obtained by casting forth a hook 


, and bringing up a fish whose belly contained 


the money looked for. The miraculous draught 
of fishes strengthened much the faith of the 
disciples, themselves fishermen. The walking 
on the water, amid the shades of evening, 
called forth a corresponding confidence in 
Peter, and excited wonder and amazement. It 
was a storm at sea, threatening every instant to 
engulf the hardy seamen, that brought forth 
the piteous bewail ‘“‘Save Lord or we perish,” 
and received that mighty, powerful, yet expres- 
sive response and edict to the winds and waves, 
“ Peace be still!” 

How often, when the eager multitude had 
flocked to listen to their beloved Master, did 
he preach to one and all from the side of some 
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small craft, rendering the vessel as sacred, for 
his purposes, as the pulpit is in consecrated 
times. In the Book of Psalms how expressive 
of purity, holiness, and quiet serenity of exis- 
tence, is the descriptive phrase: “There is a 
River, the streams whereof make glad the City 
of God.” Again, we have the beautiful simile, 
full of force, yet indicative of the gentler emo- 
tions of a subdued spirit, the psalmist exclaims, 
with all the poetry and pathos of one sensible 
of his condition: “‘As the hart panteth after 
the water brooks, so panteth my soul after 
thee, O God.” And a little further on he states, 
with emphatic zeal, yet abiding self-conscious- 
ness of his desolation: ‘‘ Deep calleth unto 
deep at the noise of thy water-spouts: all thy 
waves and thy billows are gone over me.” 

Invumerable are the metaphorical allusions 
to water in the Holy Bible, as evincing hope, 
sorrow, joy, faith, and repentance. And, indeed, 
one of the greatest examples of humility re- 
corded in the New Testament is when our 
Saviour knelt down at the side of his disciples, 
to wash their feet; symbolical of purifying 
their souls, and humbling their views of a 
christian’s superiority over sublunary offices. 

It is also remarkable, and worthy of note, 
that the only time our Saviour wrote was on 
the sand by the sea shore. The first grea; 
miracle performed was at the marriage feast of 
Cana, where ‘‘ the conscious water saw its God 
and blushed.” 

When David, inspired by a sense of duty and 
a holy love of what was right, went forth to 
arm himself against the mighty Goliath, leader 
of the Philistines, he refused to wear the pro- 
fered gift of armor and the richly-ornamented 
apparel of his own great king; and, walking 
down, chose him five smooth stones out of the 
brook, which served him, aided by Divine 
assistance, to overcome the titanic warrior, and 
free his country from a warlike foe. 

When an invitation is given to the lost sin- 
ner, and he is urged to move on towards the 
Throne of Grace, we find the following: ‘Ho! 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the living 
waters.”—Thirst being taken as the greatest 
suffering to be endured by man while in a state 
of unregeneration. It is not let him that is an 
hungered, eat! But ye that are wearied; that 
have exhausted all the energies of matter; who 
have not vital force to overcome surrounding 
objects; who need refreshing comfort; who 
desire what can alone prove soothing and 
salutary to the wasted spirit; come to the 
Fountain of Life and drink. 
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And still again, as a weapon of punishment, 
or as a proof of christian rectitude, do we read 
the following counsél given to the man of pro- 
bity when injured by his brother: “If thine 
enemy thirst, give him drink; for in so doing 
thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.” 
Here is another pure and holy precept for the 
follower of true charity: ‘‘ Whosoever shall 
give a cup of cold water to one of these, in my 
name, shall have his reward.” And I would 
ask what passage in the scriptures is employed 
to exhibit tlie suffering in a future world, with a 
more comprehensive meaning, or a more dread- 
ful warning, than that which speaks of the 
punishment of Dives while in hell? What did 
he ask for? What did he desire? What was 
the sole remaining means of satisfying his 
cravings for relief from agony untold? That 
Lazarus might but touch the tip of his tongue 
with a drop of cold water! The heat to be 
endured ; the living fires of a guilty conscience, 
corroding with a quenchless remorse ; the burn- 
ing despair of a hopeless misery ; all conspired 
to call forth the solitary desire now left to the 
doomed man—water ! 

When the Israelties were in captivity, and 
hope seemed to vanish for the want of encour- 
aging prospects ; their bright futures dimmed by 
the shadows of a heathen bondage: “‘ By the 
rivers of Babylon they sat down and wept,” 
hanging their harps on aged willows as they 
drooped in prophetic silence over the murmur- 
ing streams. 

It is a most interesting fact, suggested to the 
meditative mind, that while man has been per- 
mitted to discover, promulgate and bring to 
light new truths, invent a thousand wonderful 
improvements, and unfold a world of scientific 
paradoxes; all of which is but the laying bare 
to view the latent treasures always to be found 
in nature, God built the first vessel that was 
to surmount the waters of the deep and rescue 
fallen man from total ruin. How expressive 
and how true and full of calm, ennobling 
sentiments are the words of the wisest man 
that ever lived: “Cast thy bread upon the 
waters; for thou shalt find it after many 
days.”’* 

So great a reverence is felt for water by some 
heathen nations that it is esteemed a god and 
worshipped by them as the ruler of their desti- 
nies. Its quiet meanderings through unfre- 
quented regions; its ubiquity ; whether it has 
for its residence the parks of regal splendor, its 





* Ecclesiastes, chap. 11, ver. 1. 
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banks adorned with plants of choicest rarity, 
or flowing in a gentle, gurgling etream let 
through the peasant’s meadow, refreshing his 
cattle, beautifying the scenery, reflecting the 
heavens, and then running on to point man to 
its source of purity and irresistible powers. One 
and all of these attribuées seem to have inspired 
in the bosom of the swarthy Brahmin a feeling 
of adoration, fear, love, and awe. By the in- 
habitants of India the river Ganges is regarded 
as worthy of veneration, and even propitiation. 
This same river Ganges, which is one of the 
four parted from the original stream flowing 
through the garden of Paradise, is worshipped 
as the nail of the great toe of the God 
Vishnu.* The blind, infatuated natives seek 
to wash away their crimes by offering up an- 
nually, as an atonement, hundreds of their in- 
nocent babes to this insatiable deity. A reli- 
gion resembling more the fearful demon spoken 
of in Vattek} than such as one could learn to 
follow as the means of reaching future joys, in 
no way corresponding to the laws of true inspi- 
ration coming from divine associations. 

In years gone by, mermaids were looked upon 
by seamen with fear and trembling, alike for 
their fascinating powers and relentless exac- 
tions, dwelling in mysterious caverns and suba- 
queous abodes, the constant resorts of sirens, 
and other equally unknown agents in behalf 
of some all powerful being. 

The Indian warrior has often bowed before 
the throne of the Great Spirit at Niagara, lis- 
tening to his thunderings as unto some un- 
known language. If not correct or orthodox, 
it shows at least how sublime a thought for the 
ignorant savage, who seeks the future happy 
hunting grounds as the reward of honest deal- 
ings in this world.— 7» be continued. 

——o 

Military Quackery.—The same peculent spirit 
which clothed our volunteers in flimsy uniforms 
and sent to them spoiled provisions, is at work 
attempting to extort money from them in ex- 
change for nostrums, claiming to prevent or cure 
diseases to which they may be liable. One of the 
most recent and deceptive of these is called an 
‘aromatic belt,” which is professed to insure an 
immunity from affections of the bowels. We 
would suggest that the medical profession 
should use their influence in protecting soldiers 
from being thus imposed on and burdened with 
such useless trumpery, and induce the kind 
friends of the volunteers at home to spend their 
money, in sending to them in preference, articles 
of real utility. 


* Rev. Dr. Scudder, Missionary to Indla. 
¢ Vattek, by William Becaford, of Engiand. 
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Anomalous Tumors. 
By Jas. E. Garretson, M.D., 
Of Philadelphia. 
DisEases oF THE Moutu—Continued. 

Epulis.—The derivation of the word is from the 
Greek exe orov, signifying ‘upon the gum.” 

It is applied by a common consent—or, ra- 
ther, I should say, is meant to be applied to a 
class of tumors having origin from the alveolo- 
dental membranes. 

I will take on myself the assurance of saying 
that it is a most inadequate and inexpressive 
pathological word, and should be discarded as 


a noun substantive from medical nomencla- 
ture. 

There is no special epulic disease, and “‘ epu- 
lis’ when employed as a noun substantive has 


no meaning. 

Let me offer a single example. Salivary cal- 
culi rests upon the gum, therefore salivary cal- 
culi is of the class epulic. 

It is inadequate and inexpressive as a noun, 
because from the alveoli of the teeth grow 
tumors of various signification. Thus we have 
the fibroid, the fibro-recurring, the myeloid, 
the polypoid, the encephaloid, the simple fun- 
goid, etc., ete. Hence the confusion which 
marks the writings of nearly all authors on this 
subject. Mr. Furgusson, as an example, uses 
the term with a most unpardonable license. 
With the derivation of the word before him, he 
defies ‘‘roots” and application, by telling us, 
that epulis “‘is a disease which begins as a 
small spot on either the outer or inner surface 
of the gums.” Again, he says, epulis consists 
of a swelling of solid bone, the hard parts of 
the jaw being primarily affected. He still 
again says, it may be an osseous cyst, contain- 
ing a glairy or a serous fluid. 

He also instances a case of common polypus, 
and calls it, too, an epulis. 

Mr. Paget, on the contrary, seems to ignore 
the existence of epulis. Turn to his history of 
myeloid diseases, and see how he treats our 
é7tt OvAor. 

Who, then, of these authors, or of the many 
authors, are right, and who wrong. Ask the 
first medical friend you meet what he under- 
stands by an epulic tumor, and the chances are, 
nine out of ten, that he will say to you, itis a 
malignant tumor about the gums. Ask then 
your next friend, and most likely he will offer 
to prove by the microscope that such growths 
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are benign, and it may be that he will bring 
you specimen after specimen in proof of his 
assertion. 

In consideration then, of this long felt confu- 
sion, may we not be able to reconcile all differ- 
ence by an abnegation of the word epulis as a 
noun substantive, using it only as an adjec- 
tiveal noun. 

Suppose the spot upon the gum to which Mr. 
Fergusson alludes, should be of the character 
of epithelioma, then it would be, pathologically 
speaking, cancer. But it would also be, ana- 
tomically speaking, epulis. 

So also, the myeloid tumors instanced by 
Mr. Paget, as being mistaken for the epulides ; 
being upon the gums, must necessarily have 
been true epulides, and the men who called 
them by such name were right. Yet also was 
Mr. Paget right. If now we drop the term 
epulis in a pathological sense, and use it, as it 
seems to me it only should be used, anatomi- 
cally, then by calling the tumors epulo-myeloid, 
we reconcile all differences in diagnosis, we 
give the exact location and pathology of the 
disease; we restrict the term, while at the 
same time, we make it limitless, so far as the 
diseases of the gums are concerned. Certainly, 
my suggestions are the teachings of modern 
pathology, the microscope has revealed that 
there exists no special disease to which the 
term epulis can be justly applied. 

If, then, there is met with a tumor upon the 
gums, such tumor will be, not an epulis, but 
an epulo-myeloid, an epulo-fibroid, an epulo- 
fibro-recurrent tumor, or whatever else it may 
be demonstrated to be by the microscope. 

By such change in nomenclature, we make 
this pons asinorum an easily crossed bridge, 
we divest the subject of all its confusion. We 
make a term as patent to the scholar, and as 
expressive as are the hyphens, gastralgia, 
cephalalgia, gastritis, cerebritis, etc. 

With these preliminary suggestions, we pass 
to the consideration of tumors “upon the 
gums.” 

Yesterday, June 13th, I removed from the 
mouth of the sister of a medical friend, a tumor 
about the size of a hazle-nut, which occupied 
the alveolus of the left superior second molar 
tooth. I thought this tumor belonged to the 
class of pulp-fungoid, described in my last 
paper. There was the broken palatine fang in 
the jaw, but so deep that it was only fairly dis- 
tinguishable to the probe. I could not see the 
origin of the growth, but inferred its character. 
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By separating carefully the alveolus from 
this fang, I was enabled, after some little 
trouble, to get it from its bed. The tumor 
proved to be an outgrowth of the peridontal 
membrane, and not an excrescence from the 
pulp. In character, it was distinctly and de- 
cidedly fibroid—it was an epulo-fibroid tumor. 
It did not look like a growth from the perios- 
teum, but rather as if its origin was in the 
crusta petrosa, and it had carried the perios- 
teum as a coat before it, somewhat like the 
infundibuliform fascia is made a tunic to the 
descending intestine in an oblique inguinal 
hernia, the removal of the fang brought the 
tumor cleanly away—of course, I did not deem 
any scraping or cutting of the parts necessary, 
the growth was associated exclusively with the 
periodontal membrane, and had not in the 
least involved its alveolar reflection. 

It was fairly and openly benign, and, of 
course, neither of us apprehend any further 
trouble concerning it. 

The following case taken from the Lancet, is 
from notes of Mr. Winterbottom, and formed 
the subject of a clinical lecture by Mr. Quain, 
in University College Hospital. 

“E. M., wet. 15, was admitted April 28th, 
1859. In the summer previous, she was struck 
on the left side of the nose by a shutter, the 
face swelled, but quickly got well, and nothing 
was noticed till the christmas following, when 
she perceived that the same side of her face 
was enlarged. A month later, she observed a 
swelling on the gum, and went to a surgeon, 
who extracted the left lateral incisor, and after- 
wards lanced the gums, letting out some 
matter. 

On her admission, there is found beneath the 
soft parts on the left side, along the side of the 
nose and below the eye, a swelling of the size 
of a flattened walnut. It extends inwards, en- 
croaching on the ala of the nose, and reaches 
to within a finger’s breadth of the margin of 
the lower eyelid; it covers the body and ante- 
rior surface of the superior maxillary bone, and 
is continued down to the gum. When the lip 
is raised, several decayed teeth are seen, two 
middle incisors, and one lateral; and on the 
left side where several teeth have been removed, 
a considerable swelling is found projecting on 
the anterior surface of the alveolar process. 
This is elastic to the touch when felt beneath 
the integuments, and yields distinctly over all 
the surface. There is alsoa degree of elasticity 
at the lower margin of the gums in the space 
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unoccupied by the teeth. There is no change 
in the roof of the mouth. A very slight degree 
of fullness is perceived in the left nostril. The 
glands in the right axilla have been enlarged 
for some time; those under the angle of the 
jaw are also enlarged. There is no pain, and 
the patient is very anxious to have the growth 
removed. 

This tumor was pronounced by Dr. Jenner 
to be fibro-plastic in its minute anatomy. It 
serves then as an illustration of another of the 
class epulides—it was an epulo-fibro-plastic 
growth—a tumor on the gum, fibro-plastic in 
character. 

Epulo-myeloid tumors may be illustrated 
from the chapter in Mr. Paget’s book on my- 
eloid growth. 

Amongst others, he instances the two follow- 
ing cases : 

“A lad, eighteen years old, was under Mr. 
Stanley’s care between five and six years ago, 
with a tumor occupying the anterior of. the 
symphisis, and immediately adjacent parts of 
his lower jaw bone. It had been observed 


gradually increasing for eight months, without 
pain, and in its growth has disparted the walls 
of the jaw, hollowing out a cavity for itself, and 
projecting into the mouth, through one of the 


alveoli. Mr. Stanly removed the portion of the 
jaw, from the first left true molar to the first 
right pre-molar tooth. The tumor presented 
the greenish and grayish basis, blotched with 
crimson and various brownish tints, and the 
characters of firmness, succulency, and micro- 
scopic texture, which is so distinctive of the 
myeloid tumors. 

(The microscopic structure of such epulo- 
myeloid tumors is figured on page 449 of M. 
Paget’s book. The observer will incline to look 
upon such structure as made up of simple cau- 
date cell in various stages of development.) 


Case 2.—A woman, twenty-two years old, was 
under Mr. Lawrence’s care in March, 1851; 
from the aveolar part of whose right jaw, 
growths, which were regarded as examples of 
epulis, had been four times removed in the pre- 
vious thirteen months. In the operation in 
August, 1850, the growth was found to extend 
through the socket of the first molar tooth into 
the antrum, or into a cavity in the jaw. It 
was wholly removed (as it was thought) and 
the wound healed soundly; but nine weeks 
afterwards a fresh growth appeared that 
seemed to involve, or arise, from nearly the 
whole front surface of the right upper jaw- 
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bone; it was firm, tense, and elastic, but not 
painful, projecting far on the face, as well as 
into the nostril, and into the cavity of the 
mouth at both the gum and hard palate. This 
swelling, under various treatment, rapidly in- 
creased, and in December, 1850, a similar 
swelling appeared at the left canine fossa, and 
grew at the same rate with that of earlier 
origin. 

Of course the existence of two such swellings 
led to the fear, and in some minds, to the con- 
viction that the disease was cancerous ; and the 
more, because, at nearly the same time with the 
second of these two, soft tumors had appeared 
on the parietal bones. Still the patient’s general 
health was but little impaired; and when the 
mucous membrane of the hard palate ulcerated 
over the most prominent parts of the tumors, 
neither of them protruded, or bled, or grew 
more rapidly. 

In April, 1851, the growth of the tumors ap- 
peared to be very much retarded, and for the 
next month was hardly perceptible; and the 
patient being very urgent that something 
should be done to diminish the horrible de- 
formity of her face, Mr. Lawrence, in May, cut 
away the great part of the front and of the 
palatine and lower nasal parts of the right 
upper jaw, and removed from the antrum all 
that appeared morbid, including, doubtless, 
nearly every portion of the tumor. 

The excised portion of the jaw-bone was in- 
volved and imbedded in a large, irregularly 
spherical tumor, composed of a close textured, 
shining, soft, and brittle substance of dark 
grayish, suffused and blotched wtth various 
shades of pink and crimson. It was not lobed, 
but included portions of cancellous bones, ap- 
parently newly formed, and was very closely 
adherent to all the surrounding parts. 

The patient perfectly recovered from the 
effects of the operation, and to every one’s sur- 
prise, the tumor on the left upper jaw which 
had been in all respects like that removed from 
the right side, gradually disappeared. It under- 
went no apparent change of texture, but sim- 
ply subsided. The swellings on the parietal 
bones, also, the nature of which was not clearly 
ascertained, cleared away; and when the pa- 
tient was last seen, she appeared completely 
well, and no swelling could be observed. 

In the April number of the Dental Cosmos, a 
U. D. Holbrook makes the following curious 
statement. I know nothing of the gentlemen 
or the cases. Their history is epulic, epulo- 
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fungoid, and the treatment is certainly very 
original. I transcribe the article in the words 
of the writer, and offer itto the readers of these 
papers for what it is worth. 

Some thirty years ago, says the writer, my 
mother was attacked with fungus, which made 
its appearance on the lower jaw, directly back 
of the central incisors. It rose up, and, after 
some five weeks protruded through the surface, 
and spread quite rapidly, having a small stem 
or neck. It was taken off many times by the 
use of a ligature made tight around it, and as 
often made its appearance again, at each time 
in 4 more malignant manner. 

At last the best medical aid in St. Lawrence 
county, N. Y.—for this was the vicinity where 
we then lived—was called, and treated under 
their directions. It had by this time made its 
appearance around the neck of some three or 
four of the incisors. They were removed, lunar 
caustic applied in connection with other reme- 
dies, but all to no purpose. As a last resort the 
flesh was cleaned from the outside of the bone 
from opposite the first bicuspid on each side, 
down to the lower edge of the bone, the bone 
thoroughly scraped, and various remedies ap- 
plied ; but still it grew and spread. Finally, 
my mother being a woman of strong nerve and 
resolute will, resolved to be her own surgeon ; 
and at it, knifein hand, she went. She cleaned 
it off in chunks, scraped the bone, tore it out as 
best she could, from time to time, almost daily, 
and yet, after three years of perplexing anxiety, 
she seemed to be doomed to still more serious 
trouble from it. 

One day, while on the way to a neighbor’s 
house, she saw in the road a piece of charcoal ; 
and, as by instinct, the thought struck her that 
in that little coal was the cure for her jaw. 
She took it home, pulverized it, and placed it 
upon the seat of hertrouble ; day after day she 
applied the coal for a few weeks, and the fungus 
disappeared. She lived some seven or eight 
years after; but it appeared no more. 


Case 2.—Some sixteen years since, continues 
this gentleman, I had from the centre of an 
upper molar tooth a fungus, which grew quite 
fast, and was cut off many times, but no cure. 
Atlength the root was removed from its cavity, 
but still the fungus grew; caustic was applied 
to no purpose ; it was often cut or dug out until 
after some two years had expired with no good 
result, when it was seared with a hot iron and 
cured. The use of the coal had slipped my 
mind. 
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Case 3.—Some two years ago, another tumor 
of similar character appeared opposite the se- 
cond bicuspid on the lower jaw near the edge 
ofthe gum. I removed it with a ligature, but 
it again appeared in a larger form. I had in- 
formed a sister in the East of the fact. It came 
to her, or rather she called to mind about the 
case of our mother. She wrote me about it, 
and wondered if I had tried it, or had forgotten 
it. I then had it cut off, applied the charcoal 
for three weeks and it was cured. Some 
eighteen months have since elapsed, and I am 
well, 

En passant—charcoal as a cure for epulic 
tumors is something new. I have not, how- 
ever, noted the cases on account of the treat- 
ment, but because they seem to offer simple, 
and home-like illustration of still another class 
of epulic growth—the epulo-polypo fungoid.— 
(To be continued.) 


Hints and Observations on Military Hy- 
giene, relating to Diet, Dress, Exercise, 
Exposure, and the Best Means of Pre- 
venting and Curing Medical and Surgical 
Diseases in the Army. 

By a Hospitat Surceon or Pai.aDELPuia. 

( Continued from page 244.) 
SECTION III. 

Intermittent Fever—Ague and Fever.—As well- 
remarked by Assistant-Surgeon R. A. Quinau, 
in his report of the sanitary condition of Fort 
Capron, Florida, ague and fever seldom affords 
cause for alarm, or even seriously excites the 
anxieties of the patient, but it is nevertheless 
one of the most vexatious ills which can affect 
a garrison. His treatment has been quinine in 
small but efficient doses of two, three, five, or ten 


grains, and is chiefly relied upon, with suitable 
exercise, cleanliness, and aeration, with the 


avoidance of useless exposure to the sun. In 
his report, the largest number of cases in that 
region were of the quotidian form; then fol- 
lowed the tertian. Of 1,625 of all fevers, 844 
were of the first variety, and 444 of the latter. 
The number of quartan amounted to 15 in the 
whole year, of which he lost none by death. 
To show the intensity of the miasmatic poison 
which prevailed during the time the post was 
occupied by Company H, it may be stated that 
out of two officers and sixty-two enlisted men, 
(who composed the garrison,) both officers and 
forty-five enlisted men were seized with the 
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fever. Assistant-Surgeon Asa Wall writes, 
September, 1857, that the fever was of the in- 
termittent and remittent kind, with occasional 
tendency to active congestion of important or- 
gans. The treatment followed in these latter 
cases was that pursued by many army surgeons 
in the old Florida war, viz: quinine in large 
doses, with such adjuvants as the peculiarities 
of certain cases required, and observe hes that 
he was “happy to say that this plan of treat- 
ment has been successful in the highest degree. 
I have lost but one patient from the fever, and 
he died when my supply of quinine was ex- 
hausted. It was frequently combined with 
calomel, which doubtless had a tendency to 
prevent engorgement of the liver and spleen.” 
As a substitute for quinine, Dr. E. S. Bailey, of 
Indiana, has introduced nitric acid for the cure 
of intermittent fever. Dr. Hammond, formerly 
of the United States army, has published a 
table, showing the results obtained in the treat- 
ment of forty-one cases of intermittent fever at 
Fort Riley, Kansas Territory, in a period of six 
weeks in summer; of these forty-one cases, ten 
were quotidian, and thirty-one tertian. Thirty- 
one cases were treated with nitric acid, and 
nine with sulphate of quinine. Of the cases 
cured by nitric acid, three had previously used 
quinine without effect, and of those in which 
quinine had proved successful, nitric acid had 
been employed without benefit in two, and in 
one other had to be omitted on account of caus- 
ing heart-burn, etc. 


The average period of treatment before the 
disease was permanently arrested was the same 
with. each remedy—three days. The nitric 
acid was uniformly given in doses of ten drops, 
(properly diluted with water,) three times per 
day; the quinine in doses of eight grains, 
three times per day.”* A caution is necessary 
in its use, owing to its tendency to injure the 
teeth. ‘A solution of bi-carbonate of soda 
should be employed to wash out the mouth 
after each dose of the acid. 

. Dr. H. also observes that, “In cases of en- 
largement of the spleen, consequent upon fre- 
quent attacks of the ague, the remedy in ques- 
tion has, in my hands, proved very advanta- 
geous.” 

Tincture of iodine, or iodine ointment, has 
been found, by the writer of these articles, a 
most valuable lécal application in enlargement 
of the spleen or liver. 





* American Journal of the Medical Sciences, April, 1861. 
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Remittent Fever.—This is also called “ bilious 
remittent” and “bilious fever.” It is trulya 
camp fever. It is characterized by distinct, yet 
not entire remissions of all the symptoms about 
every twenty-four hours. 

This fever, is not always easy of diagnosis. 

There are two forms depending on the 
cause, time, and location. It occurs mostly 
during summer and the fall. 

Causes—hot weather; miasm. The first 
variety of it occurs early in the summer—has 
not much bilious derangement, but if later in 
the fall it is attended with bilious symptoms, 
and is, therefore, bilious remittent, or autumnal 
remittent. 

In the summer remittent, the remissions are 
less marked than the autumnal, and the liver 
not so much affected. It does not yield on criti- 
cal days or by critical sweats. It gets well 
rapidly and entirely, if properly treated. 

The summer variety is made worse by quinine 
and arsenic. The autumnal is improved by it. 
The remedies for the summer remittent fever 
are bleeding, with large doses of calomel. 

In the summer form the skin is clear. There 
may be great gastric disturbance, which is re- 
lieved by leeching and ice.. In the fall variety, 
the skin is yellow, with but little nausea and 
vomiting. In summer variety, delirium and 
somnolency occur early. In the fall fever, 
not so early. Pulse full, frequent, but seldom 
above one hundred; not hard. There may be 
diarrhcea or constipation. Tongue white, sel- 
dom red, but in the latter stage cracked. 


Anomalous Remittent.—This is also called “ ma- 
lignant,” “ataxic,” “ pernicious,” and conges- 
tive fever, or the cold plague, known well in the 
south and west of our country, and as our 
troops proceed South they will be liable to it. 
The cold stage is often very short, at other 
times very long, while the succeeding fever is 
extremely violent ; the pulse is hard, full and 
frequent; eyes dry and red; excruciating pains 
in head, back and limbs; oppression at the 
epigastric region; vertigo, tinitus aurium, with 
stertorous breathing. There is sometimes apo- 
plectic stupor, coma, 

These symptoms may continue for twenty- 
four hours, when a remission of a short dura- 
tion occurs, but which almost amounts to an 
intermission. Sooner or later another exacer- 
bation sets in, and after running a more severe 
course it ends in a clammy perspiration. If it 
goes on without molestation, the remission be- 
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comes less marked, and great prostration super- 
venes. Delirium is almost always present, the 
skin is either pungently hot or clammy cold, and 
all the signs of typhus fever, petechiz, vibices, 
hemorrhage, etc., ete. Another variety is cha- 
racterized by extreme congestion of the blood 
in the central organs, early accession of debility, 
oppressed respiration; small, weak pulse; 
anxiety, prolonged, cold perspiration ; faintness, 
with cold, livid extremities, with hemorrhages 
or sero-sanguinolent or rice water discharges ; 
secretions abnormal or irregular. 

Treatment.—Great uniformity of opinion ex- 
ists concerning the exhibition of Peruvian bark, 
or its preparations. Of sulphate of quinine 
large quantities are to be given, from Dij to Ziij 
in a remission, also so combined as to restrain 
diarrhoea, or open the bowels as the case may 
require. 

The great difficulty is to bring on reaction 
when the patient is in the fit, but death follows 
if you do not, and there is a chance for his 
life if you succeed, and give the quinine. The 
first blow of the disease falls on the functions 
of innervation, and second on the capillaries, 
causing congestion, and the third on the func- 
tion of calorification. Therefore, for the ataxic 
or nervous conditions, opium and quinine ; for 
the congestion, cups, leeching, blisters, and 
sinapisms; for the cold skin, etc., external 
heat, stimulants, frictions of ice in a flannel 
cloth; calomel is proper when there is de- 
ranged condition of the biliary secretions ; diet, 
the most bland nourishing soups, wine whey, 
beef tea, and milk, but alcoholic stimulants do 
harm. 


Yellow Fever. — The symptoms are slight 
chills ; intense pain in the head, eye-balls and 
back ; injected conjunctiva ; tenderness of the 
epigastrium ; incoherency of speech ; confusion 
of intellect; temperature slightly increased ; 
average pulse 80. 


Treatment. —Calomel, quinine, and opium, 
with the usual adjuvants. Out of ten cases 
treated by Surgeon Charles M’Dougall, four 
were fatal, six convalescent. 

At Fort Moultrie, Surgeon J. B. Porter treated 
twenty cases of yellow fever; his treatment 
varying but little from that given above. “In 
the first stage hot mustard baths were uni- 
formly employed, and were almost always fol- 
lowed by an alleviation of the severe pains in 
the head, back, and limbs. After the exhibi- 
tion of a yy of ten grains of calomel, com- 
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bined with ten grains of quinine, and the em- 
ployment of the baths, diaphoretics were ad- 
ministered, dry heat applied, and perspiration 
sedulously promoted till the fever subsided. In 
some cases the calomel was repeated in small 
doses, with the view to produce a mercurial 
impression on the system ; but, generally, fatal 
symptoms presented themselves before this 
object was attained. In the second stage, 
brandy, beef-tea, blisters over the stomach, 
sinapisms to different parts of the body, and all 
the usual means of stimulation and support 
were resorted to, to meet emergencies as they 
arose.” 

This was the general treatment adopted, but 
other methods were employed without any bet 
ter success. It generally commenced about 
July in the City of Charleston. The troops in 
Fort Sumpter were also attacked, but the mor 
tality was Jess, 


Typhoid Fever.—This fever is also known by 
the name of “continued,” “enteric,” “ner 
vous,” mucous and abdominal typhus fever. In 
olden times it was called typhus mitior, and 
true typhus was termed gravior. It occurs in 
spring, summer, and fall, and is termed the red 
tongued fever in the West. 


Symptoms—Preceding the attack, malaise, 
disagreeable taste in the mouth, thirst, dix 
charge of mucous from bronchial tubes; tight- 
ness across the forehead ; lassitude, incapacity 
of mind; irritability of the nervous system; 
heat of skin; towards evening, chilliness; de- 
fect in the sense of taste; pains in the limbs, 
back and loins; ringing in the ears ; sometimes 
diarrhoea; never sudden in its attack. Pulse 
one hundred, slight remissions. There is a pe- 
culiar musty odor attending this fever; mind 
drowsy; delirium, or sleepy in two or tLrae 
weeks, but sometimes at the onset. There ig 
sometimes low muttering, and sometimes fu- 
rious delirium. There is great tympanitis with 
pain over the right iliac fossa, with gurgling; 
epistaxis, isa commonsymptom. There is an 
eruption of taches rouges, or rose spots of the 
size of the head of a pin. They occur from 
eight to fifteen days. They differ from the 
petechia, or spots of scurvy or typhus, which 
occur on the fourth day. In the third week we 
have complication of bronchitis, pneumonia, 
ulceration, or perforation of the bowels. This 
perforation is indicated by thirst, quick pulse, 
extreme tenderness of abdomen, with vomiting 
of green or black matter, and arresting the 
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diarrhoea. The other complications are known 
by the symptoms which have been already de- 
scribed. 

The general prognosis is unfavorable; about 
one out of six die in summer; in winter, one out 
of three. 


Treatment.— Relieve the headache by an eme- 
tic ; pulv. ipecac, 5j, with 1 gr. ant. et potass. 
tart., and if tongue is furred, give purgative of 
calomel, followed by saline or seidlitz powder, or 
citrate of magnesia. If feveris very high, with 
delirium, bleed, apply cold water to the head, 
cut off the hair, apply leeches to the temples, 
and use foot-bath. 


Keep up gentle action upon the skin with | 


spts. mindereri. 
give quiniz sulphas; attend to diarrhea by 
mucilages and tinct. opii, giving alum whey 
and plumbi acetas et opii. 


Diet—Beef tea, wine whey, and brandy punch, 


avoiding all solid food, nothing but a liquid | 


diet; keep up the strength, attend to com- 
plications, and keep the patient in a well-venti- 
lated room, and he will recover. There is no 
specific ; patients never die from the fever; al- 
ways from complications. 


Typhus Fever.—This is also termed jail and 


hospital fever. 


of the brain. 

Its general cause is close air and filth. 
this account, in old times, jails and military 
hospitals were most exposed to it, but proper 
ventilation and cleanliness have diminished its 
ravages. 


Prodromie Symptoms.— They are chilliness, 


pain in the head, burning heat, or alternating | 
heat and cold, trembling of the hands, loss of | 


appetite. When the fever has fully developed 
itself, the odor is ammoniacal or putrid, counte- 
nance stupid, skin of dingy appearance, eyes 
injected. There is no fever but that of the 
true yellow, which produces the peculiar 
unpleasant sensation of heat to the fingers 
on feeling the pulse. The bowels are usually 
constipated; pulse 100 to 150, but irregular, 
weak, yet apparently strong, when super- 
ficially examined, heart more affected than 
lungs, being feeble in action. The urine has a 
muddy, dark hue; no sediment, but containing 
albumen. The eruption appears upon the fourth 
day, on the back, and then spreads over the 
body, reaching the chest last. The eruption is 
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When there is a remission, | 


It is characterized by quick, | 
small pulse, great prostration, and disturbance | 


On | 
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the purpura rubra; pressure will not remove 
the spots. The blood, when drawn, flows slug- 
gishly, and is very dark in hue, coagulating 
loosely, rarely buffy, in some instances it looks 
like molasses. 

Prognosis favorable; mortality one in nine. 
| The deeper colored the petechia the more grave. 
| Hemorrhages are unfavorable. It subsides 
'on the 7th, 9th, 14th, and 2lst days. Clean- 
| liness and good ventilation will cause it to dis- 
|appear. It has no specific virus, but is com- 
municable from person to person, if in the 
same atmosphere. 





Treatment.—This fever cannot be arrested in 
| its course when once it shows itself, yet such 
was the reliance of Dr. Rush, while in the 
American army, upon an emetic, in curing it in 
its forming state, that he made it a practice to 
carry a number of doses of tartar-emetic in 
his pocket, which he gave to such of the offi- 
cers and soldiers as complained of the premo- 
| nitory signs of the fever, and always, he states, 
| with the happiest effects. As it is difficult, in 
the very early stage, to determine what the 
form of fever may be, in some instances 
| Dr. Rush must have given the emetic with 
| good effect in incipient bilious, or typhoid 
| fever, which are the most common forms of 
camp fever, and which are frequently checked 
by the administration of an emetic. Our pre- 
| sent treatment consists in abating the symp- 
toms, and warding off death, by protecting 
every organ and restoring the natural condition 
of the blood and nervous system. 

The treatment should be mild, supporting 
the system by nourishing liquid diet, and above 
| all, attending to cleanliness and ventilation. 





On Inflammation of the Brain and Coup de So- 
leil—Phrenitis, or inflammation of the brain, is 
properly a summer disease, when men are ex- 
posed to the heat of the sun, especially whilst 
asleep and in liquor. 

Great care must here be taken to distinguish 
true inflammation of the brain from coup de 
soleil or sun stroke, as the treatment of the first 
is active depletion, while in the second it is first 
stimulation with cold to the head and powerful 
baths to the feet, and the fever which follows 
is to be treated like inflammatory fever. But 
there is a symptomatic inflammation of the 
brain or its membranes, with delirium, which is 
one of the most general symptoms, which is 
confined to no season, and happens indiffer- 





ently in the bilious and other fevers. It is 
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more common in military hospitals than else- 
where, on account of the violence done to all 
fevers when the sick are carried in wagons from 
the camp to the hospital, where the very noise, 
or light alone would be sufficient, with more 
delicate natures, to raise a phrenzy. Dr. Rush 
has frequently seen this remark verified. The 
removal of patients in the first, or violent stage 
of all fevers, whether in wagons, coaches, or 
single horse chairs, often induces not only de- 


lirium, but precipitates death. A symptomatic | 


phrenitis is to be treated by leeches, cups, and 
washing the soldier’s hands and face with warm 
vinegar and water, with fomentations to the 
feet and cold to the head, ice-cap, etc. 
are not to be applied until after the acute 
symptoms have been relieved by depletion, ete. 
Dr. Rush recommends blisters to the limbs 
after the partial reduction of the morbid ex- 
citement of the brain. 


Rheumatism—This is a most frequent disease, 
and one easily recognized in the beginning of a 
campaign. Dr. Stromeyer,* a surgeon of great 
distinction, whoserved on the general staff of the 
Royal Hanoverian army, during the Schleswig- 
Holstein war, from 1849 to 1851, divided rheu- 
matism into the three following classes : 

1. General acute rheumatism of joints. 

2. Local rheumatism of joints. 

3. Painful rheumatoid condition, without de- 
posits capable of being pointed out. 

“General acute rheumatism of joints, declares 
itself immediately after exposure; after a se- 
vere chill on guard, or after a forced march, 
fiver and swelling of the joints come on so 
rapidly that the subject must be sent immedi- 
ately to the hospital. The fever is absent in 
but few cases. Generally the ankles and knees 
are affected ; one knee more severely than the 
other. The inflammatory process seldom sub- 
sides rapidly, but the disease is further de- 
veloped. Dr. Stromeyer has found, as the rule, 
that infiltration takes place in the lungs— 
the indication being obtained by percussion. A 
fine mucous rattle is generally present, but not 
in every instance, rarely cough or dyspnea. 
The finger-joints, wrists, and elbows are soon 
seized ; then follow affections of the heart. 

When cases are daily examined with care, the 
first evidence of diseased heart is a change of 
the rhythm of the motions of the organ 
from a prolongation of the first tone. Here 
the affection often stops; but if it be further 


*Stromeyer’s Maxims of Military Surgery, (abstract of Review,) 
North American Mediev-Chirurgical keview, pp. 434, 438. 
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developed, the endocardial rustling is heard. 


| In patients treated early and promptly, as Stro-. 


meyer’s generally were, pericarditis rarely en- 
sues, and not till there is previously well marked 
endocarditis. Leeches give much more relief 
than bleeding. Affections of the brain never 
appeared among Dr. Stromeyer’s cases. But 
a single death of a rheumatic patient occurred 
in five hundred and thirty-two instances of 
rheumatism.” 


Treatment.—In his experience, the cool 
treatment of rheumatism proved itself the 
most important principle of cure. Patients 
became worse, or were delayed in their recovery 
in exact proportion to their proximity to the 
stove. He was, by his success, gradually led 
to abolish the customary load of bed-clothes ; 
and in summer, even to cover his patients with 
nothing but a linen sheet, unless, indeed, they 
asked for a blanket. This procedure had the 
happiest influence. Until he adopted it, he had 
frequently the regret to see patients who were 
admitted for a single affection of one joint be- 
come gradually involved, under every medica- 
tion, in a general rheumatism, accompanied by 
fever. 

Dr. Stromeyer has entirely relinquished 
general bleeding; not from the production of 
inconvenient debility by that means, but from 
observing its little utility. Leeches were found 
more useful than cups, from the long continu- 
ance of the bleeding; this was kept up by 
warm wet compresses. As leeches cannot 
always be had, the artificial leeches should be 
employed. Still he is far from wishing to re- 
strict the use of cups. Leeches should be 
applied to the region of the heart as soon as 
the physical signs of endocarditis appear, with- 
out waiting for the occurrence of pain. 

Dr. Stromeyer believes opium the only in- 
trinsically effective internal medicine for rheu- 
matism. He reduces the force of the pulse with 
nitrate and bi-carbonate of soda, and if the 
tongue be then moist and clean, immediately 
administers opium. If a deposit begin to form 
on the tongue, the nitrate of soda is laid aside, 
phosphoric acid given, and the use of the 
opium or morphia intermitted, until the tongue 
again becomes clean and moist. To avoid dis- 
appointing patients of their beloved “sleeping 
powder” they are furnished with pulvis sac- 
chari. A quarter of a grain of the sulphate of 
morphia, once a day, is generally sufficient ; 
sometimes this being given twice in the same 
period, but very rarely more frequently. Digi: 
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talia is greatly inferior; does not relieve the 
pain,and disturbs the stomach. Castor oil is 
used to regulate the bowels, and the diet adjusted 
according to the pulse. By the cool treatment 
the profuse sweats are avoided. These, he 
hopes “none will, at the present day, consider 
critical.” Strong sudorifics should be entirely 
discarded, more especially during acute affec- 
tions of the heart; a state of things which is 
not easy to alleviate with leeches and morphia. 
Calomel. was given for this object, in doses of 
one grain every two hours, but seldom to a 
larger amount than twelve such doses. 


Local Rheumatism of Joints —These cases al- 
most always have the form of inflammation of 
the synovial membrane, or dropsy of the joint, 
unless they are relapses, or second or later at- 
tacks in the same joint. They have generally 
the appearance of injury of joints from gym- 
nastic exercises. They occur commonly in the 
knee. Sometimes the inflammation is very 
severe, and requires repeated local bleedings, 
the application of ice and the use of mercury 
to a considerable extent. Against the more 
chronic form, the principal resources were fo- 
mentations with vinegar and water, and some- 
times blisters. The use of morphia for pain, 
and to procure sleep, should not be omitted. 
{In all rheumatic affections of joints great care 
is necessary to obtain and preserve proper atti- 
tudes for the diseased member. The condition 
of “being rheumatic’”—the pains and impedi- 
ments to motion, which appear under the form 
of muscular rheumatism of single joints, or of 
the thorax, or in that of lumbago or sciatica, 
were more generally reflex phenomena from the 
large bowels, which were at the time laboring 
under a catarrhal affection, and loaded with 
masses of hardened feces, hard masses were felt 
on palpation on the surface of the abdomen, and 
the patients were relieved when these were 
evacuated. This, however, was not always the 
case; and the exceptions were mostly treated 
with a little morphia, and by warm fomenta- 
tions with cloths wet with a decoction of flax- 
seed. Sometimes warm baths were used; and 
in a few obstinate cases, iodide of potassium, 
oil of turpentine, or corrosive sublimate. 


Land Scurvy.—This form of disease will be 
found among troops who suffer from the want 
of fresh meat, good flour or bread, and vegeta- 


ble food in its natural state. The blood be- 
comes depraved and the system debilitated, 
with a tendency to hemorrhage and a low form 
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of inflammation in various parts of the body. 

But little medical treatment is required in 
this disease. Great cleanliness, diet of sour 
krout, spinage, celery, garlic, onions, carrots, 
and potatoes. According to experiments made 
in the Milbank Penitentiary, by the use of this 
latter vegetable, the physician in charge suc- 
ceeded in banishing the disease from it. One 
of the best applications to the gums is the 
nitrate of silver or sulphate of copper. A gen- 
tle laxative should be given to keep the bowels 
open. 

In the recent report of the sickness and mor- 
trlity among the United States troops, it is - 
stated, on the authority of Assistant-Surgeon 
E. W. Johns, that “even vegetable matter, re- 
stricted to one form, may not prevent scurvy, 
as was the case amongst the lime groves at 
Fort Dallas, Florida, where the parade was 
covered with lemon, lime, and orange trees. 
With reference to this case, however, as well as 
his recollection now serves him, the troops at 
Fort Dallas were without fresh beef, and the 
flour was bad. 

Potash, he also observes, and citric acid, 
in his experience of several years in Texas, 
had not the slightest value. He believes that 
the greatest developing cause, in the case of the 
soldier, is guard-duty at night. 

It was found by Dr. John J. Gaensten, 
while on duty at Camp Cooper, on the Clear 
Fork of the Brazos, that “in the absence of 
such anti-scorbutics as the army is usually sup- 
plied with, a remedy, free of cost, was found 
close by in abundance. The young and tender 
shoots of phytolacca, and of the various spé- 
cies of rumex were recommended, and when 
prepared, were freely eaten; one patient, una- 
ble either to walk or to discern objects, on the 
free use of the articles mentioned, was returned 
for duty in four weeks.” 

——— a 

Agreeably to the plan of organization adopted 
by the War Department, for the volunteer 
forces called into the Service of the United 
States, the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, appoints one surgeon 
for each brigade. The Secretary of War has, 
therefore instructed the Surgeon-General to 
convene in Washington immediately, an Army 
Medical Board, whose duty it is to be, to ex- 
amine all persons referred to it by the depart- 
ment, as applicants for brigade surgeons, and 
report the result of such examinations. Ap- 
pointments will be made only from among 
those who shall be so examined, and reported 
by the board as qualified. 
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Wedical Soricties. 


BROOKLYN MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL 
SOCIETY. 
Regular Meeting, May 28, 1861. 
Dr. Danie Ayres, President. 
DR. HOMBERGER’S 
Case of Fatty Degeneration of the Retina ; Conse- 
quent Amblyopia ; Diagnosis of Bright's Disease 
by the Ophthalmoscope. 

The following case was related by Dr. Hom- 
berger, the ophthalmic surgeon of the Brook- 
lyn Medical and Surgical Institute: 

A young man, about twenty years of age, 
called upon him with a complaint of his vision, 
which had signally failed him for the previous 
fourteen days. He could hardly read No. 14 of 
Professor Jaeger’s Scale. The general health 
of the patient seemed to be undisturbed, al- 
though he looked rather paleand anemic. He 
denied having ever been affected with syphilis. 


The eyes looked normal; the iris responded 
promptly to light. On using the ophthalmo- 
scopé, Dr. Homberger observed crystaline lens 
and vitreous body perfectly transparent. The 
papilla of the optic nerve and the central ves- 
sels were likewise intact ; but, in the neighbor- 
hood of the former, he had discovered, with 
the ophthalmoscope, some pale maculz, which 
seemed to be in the substance ofthe retina. In 
the absence of any affection of the choroideal 
membrane, he had at once suspected a genuine 
fatty degeneration of the retina not unlikely 
connected with an incipient renal disease, and 
had consequently requested the patient to bring 
some of his urine at the next visit. 

A few days after, the patient had called again, 
but forgot to preserve urine. On examination 
of the eyes, he had noticed two changes in the 
appearance of the spots at the retina. In the 
first place, they had grown in size, and in the 
other they had strongly refracted the light, 
which had more strengthened his diagnosis, 
Dr. Homberger had thus inquired into the 
symptoms of Bright’s disease, but elicited only 
negative answers. He had had a third oppor- 
tunity of examining the same patient, and still 
more confirmed his views as to the fatty dege- 
neration of the retina, and then had lost sight 
of him. On that occasion he employed a 
strong solution of atropine upon one eye only, 
and succeeded in largely dilating the pupil. 
From an optician he had heard that the patient 
had, after a few hours’ illness, suddenly died, 
and he had reason to believe that the case of 
“sudden death from unsuspected Bright’s dis- 
ease,” related by Dr. Alonzo Clark at the meet- 
ing of the New York Pathological Society, on 
the 27th of March, was the same he had men- 
tioned. 

In correction and completion of the report 
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on that case, he could say, first, that he cer- 
tainly had suspected renal disease, from the 
primitive fatty degeneration of the retina; 
second, that ambliopia, when occurring in con- 
nection ‘with Bright’s disease, rested on that 
cause, as repeatedly demonstrated by Professor 
VonGraefe ; third, that amblyopia occasionally 
indicated the incipient stage of Bright’s dis- 
ease, more especiaily when caused by fatty de- 
generation ; fourth, that the ophthalmoscope 
was a most serviceable auxiliary in the diagnosis 
of Bright’s disease; and fifth, that the dilata- 
tion of one of the pupils, so unaccountable to 
the gentleman in charge of the case, had been 
artificially produced by the alkoloid of bella- 
donna, 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 
PERISCOPE. 





CHLORATE OF POTASH IN PHTHISIS. 

A correspondent of the London Medical Times 
and Gazette corroborates the opinion formed by 
Dr. Fountain, in favor of large doses of chlorate 
of potash in phthisis. He has given, during 
the last two years, a strong solution of this 
| salt—one ounce to three pints of boiling water— 
{almost ad libitum, in tubercular affections. 
Since the end of 1859, he has combined the salt 
with sugar—three or four ounces of the former 
to a like number of pounds of the latter. Of 
twenty cases treated in this method, only one 
proved fatal. In one the disease had reached 
the third stage, and the patient is described as 
having “ but one lung left.” In another there 
was extensive solidification of the upper part 
of both lungs, with hemoptysis, and all the 
other symptoms of rapidly advancing disease, 
with softening. The writer proposes to give 
his theory of the modus operandi of the remedies 
at some future time. 

Dr. Druitt, in the same journal, mentions in 
commendatory terms, the use of the “ essence of 
beef,” as a partial substitute for brandy, in the 
treatment of the consequences of hemorrhage, 
and other states of exhaustion incidental to the 
puerperal state, especially in the after stages, 
when the brain is suffering from anemia, and 
the patient complains of headache, giddiness, 
and despondency, more especially in the early 

art of the day. Its effect is that of a stimu- 
ant, but in a slighter degree than brandy, and 
without any of the injurious effects ot the latter. 
The rwetane’ for its preparation may be found 
in the “ Surgeons’ Vade Mecum.” It is given 
in table spoonful doses, flavored with some’ 
aromatic. Dr. Druitt also regards it as a capi- 
tal remedy in dyspepsia, infinitely preferable to 
pepsin, and as a valuable nutritive stimulant. 





for ‘‘ that hopeless disease called old age.” 
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EXCISION OF THE HEAD OF THE FEMUR. | 
Prof. Andrews, in the Chicago Medical Exami- | 


ner, reports a case of excision of the head of | 
the femur, in a patient of ten years of age. 
The head of the bone was carious, denuded of 


cartilage, and lay with its rough, burr-like | 


surface in contact with the flesh on all sides. 
Ten days after the operation, the patient was | 
doing remarkably well. He also gives the de- | 
tails of a case of fistula in ano, which ‘ opened | 
upon the outer side of the thigh ;” the “only 
instance,” he observes, “which I ever heard | 
of.” The patient was a little girl, of twelve | 
years, and appeared at the surgical ward in the | 
third stage of hip disease. The limb was 
shortened, and a free discharge of pus was 
exhausting the patient. After excising the 
head of the femur, which afforded great relief 
from pain, and diminished very much the sup- 
puration, it was ascertained that the patient 
was daily passing flatus from the external 
wound, which, for eight months, refused to 
heal. To remedy this, the professor observes, 
I passed a. probe up the fistula as far as the 
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ischium,-and, feeling for it through the skin, 
eut down upon it. Withdrawing the probe, I | 
inserted at the wound a blunt-pointed bistoury, 
carrying it along the fistula until I received the 
end of it on my finger in the rectum. I then | 


divided the sphincter in the usual method. 


STATISTICS OF TRACHEOTOMY IN CROUP. 
Dr. Fock has recorded forty-three instances | 
of the performance of tracheotomy in the town | 
of Madgeburg. Of these, eighteen resulted suc- 
cessfully, and twenty-five died. This isa success | 
of 41.8 per cent. The average of success in 
Trousseau’s cases in Paris was 27 per cent. In | 
Dr. Fock’s own practice, of sixteen cases, eight 
recovered and eight died. 


Dr. Kursak, in LZ’ Union Medicale, concludes 
from numerous experiments on dogs and rab- 
bits, that the prompt exhibition of tannin is 
the safest and most efficient remedy for poison- 
ing by strychnia. The dose of the remedy 
should be about two drachms to every grain of 
the strychnia swallowed. 


0 


The London correspondent of the Leeds (Eng.) 
Mercury mentions the curious invention of white 
gunpowder. It is composed of yellow prussiate 
of potassa, chloride of potassium, loaf sugar, 
erystalized sugar, and brimstone. In quality, 
it is superior to black powder, being quicker 
and more powerful in its action, and is without 
unpleasant smell. 


Insanity is on the increase in the eastern 
counties of England. In six years the increase 





has been 140 in the Essex County Asylum. 
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REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 


Tue Prysicran’s Pocket Dose anp SymMprTom 
Book. By Josep H. Wyrues, A.M., M.D.: 
Third Edition. Philadelphia: Lindsay and 
Blakiston, 1861. 


This little volume is a very convenient man- 


| ual for the daily practitioner, giving him in 


very concise form the “uses and doses, ete.” of 
all the principle medicines of the materia me- 
dica. A chapter is devoted to “dietetic prepa- 
rations,” one to ‘‘symptomatology,” one to 


| “general pathology and therapeutics,” and 


one to “poisons and antidotes.” 


| ANotner Letrer to a Younc Purysicran, to 


which are appended some other medical 
papers. By James Jackson, M.D. Boston: 
Ticknor and Fields, Publi«‘.ers, 1861. 
Anything from the pen of Dr. Jackson, a 
veteran in the ranks of the medical profession, 
is read with interest and instruction. The sub- 
ject of the present letter is “the utility of me- 
dicine,” and the best evidence of our apprecia- 
tion of the ideas he expresses will be found in 
the extracts we propose to make from it for the 
columns of the Reporter. Besides the “ Let- 
ter,’ there are several articles added in the 
form of ‘* Notes,” which give the volume some- 
what of a local as well as a general interest. 
There is also appended a “memoir on the last 


sickness of General Washington,” which is 


valuable. 


Gopey’s Lapy’s Book ror Juty.—This popu- 
lar monthly so well known and so highly ap- 
preciated by all the ladies of the land, was 
promptly laid upon our table this week. As 


usual, it is ahead of its cotemporaries. 
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MILITARY SURGEONS. 


A writer, in the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, makes the following very appropriate 
remarks, relative to the duty of military sur- 
geons: 


“‘Surgeons ought to have more to say, and 
all that is to be said on the locality of camps, 
and ought to inspect, personally, all sanitary 
arrangements, in respect to cooking, tents, 
personal cleanliness, and apparel; then we 
should hear less of dysentery, pneumonia, 
rheumatism, sun-stroke, and typhoid diseases, 
and a military hospital would cease to be a 

st house or a black hole, which many enter 

ut which few leave.” 


There is too much cause fer the complamt 
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that our army surgeons are only surgeons. 
They can dress a wound or amputate a limb in 
the most approved method known to surgical 
science. They should also be well instructed 
practitioners of medicine, and no man should 
receive an appointment as surgeon or assistant 
who is not a good pathologist and a competent 
therapeutist. But few, compared with the large 
numbers engaged in war, are wounded. But 
few of the minor operations of surgery, the 
ligature of arteries or dressing of fractures, are 
required to be performed. Fevers, pneumonia, 
dysentery, are far more common, and tax the 
skill of the surgeon more constantly. Those 
who have carefully read the medical records 
of the Crimean and Italian campaigns, to say 
nothing of wars in our own country, cannot 
fail to have observed this. The cases of disease | 
are in the proportion of ten to one of the opera- | 





tions of surgery, and hence we insist that medi- 
cal qualifications shall not be overlooked. To 
possess eminent surgical knowledge is well. | 
We would not have the standard lowered | 
one iota; but we would require, in addition, | 
thorough pathological knowledge and clinical | 
experience,—nay, we would regard these as a | 
sine qua non, for, in our opinion, no man can be | 
a good surgeon, unless he be at the same time | 
a good physician. He may be an elegant | 
operator, and amputate a limb scientifically ; | 
but this is merely mechanical knowledge. 

These qualifications do not make the surgeon. | 
They are, or should be, merely the outward | 


| 
| 
exhibitions of his deep research into all the | 
labyrinths of the human system; necessary, | 
but not absolutely essential to qualify him for | 


the proper performance of the arduous and | 
responsible duties he undertakes to perform. | 
The surgeon must come in contact with disease 
in the army. Should he not be prepared to 
meet it?~If so, should not his qualifications | 
in this regard be carefully scrutinized, and | 
should not the man who, confessedly, has little 
or no therapeutical or clinical experience, be 
rejected as unqualified for the post of surgeon. 
Our brave volunteers have gone forth from all 
parts of our Jand in defence of the constitution 
and the laws. We aim to give them, to bind 
up their wounds, if it be their destiny to receive 
them, to amputate or dress their fractured 
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limbs, if any should unfortunately require it, 
the best surgical skill our country affords. 
Shall we not, also, give them equal skill to 
heal or mitigate those other more numerous 
casualties, to which they are far more subject? 
And then, again, the surgeon should not only 
be a good physician, but hie moral standing 
should be high ; above all, he should be entire- 
ly free from habits of intoxication. In this 
connection, we take occasion to express our 
gratification that the Board of Surgeons, select- 
ed to examine candidates for appointment as 
surgeons for the volunteer forces from this 
State, have decided that such habits are an 
insuperable bar against recommendation, out- 
weighing, in their opinion, the most complete 
surgical attainments. Under such a decision 
by all our examining boards, and with the 
imperative requirement of thorough medical 


| as well as surgical acquirements, the best talent 


of the medical profession will be, as it should 
be, at the service of those who volunteer to 
defend their country in this great crisis. Those 
surgeons who are taken from civil life, so to 
speak, who, though they may-not be able to 
answer the usual routine of questions, in an 
examination, so readily as he who has made 
surgery a speciality of his life, yet who have 
studied therapeutics at the bed-side of the 
patient, and thus are thoroughly qualified to 
prescribe the appropriate remedy for existing 
disease—these, we say, are the men who will 
not only distinguish themselves as surgeons 
and as physicians, in military life, but will 
render the sick or wounded soldier that efficient 
aid he so much needs in his extremity. There 
may not be so much bluster in their movements; 
the earth may not ‘‘ become feverous and shake” 


‘at the tramp of their military step; the boys 


in the street may not stand gaping with wonder 
at the dazzling splendor of their gorgeous trap- 
pings; but their approach to the fallen soldier, 
as he writhes in agony from his wound, or 
turns from side to side to gain a moment’s 
respite from a raging fever, will be hailed as 
mess@gers bringing joyful news. The eye will 
sparkle with delight, and the feverish lips will 
utter a blessing. And these are the surgeons 
who are wanted in our armies; men who are 
competent to appreciate the effects of sudden 
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changes of habit and of diet, the influence of 
different physical agents on constitutions un- 
accustomed to camp life, and provide against 
their ill effects; men who are qualified to su- 
perintend the entire sanitary arrangements, and 
to indicate the means by which the health of 
the army may be preserved. 

Let such be the character of all our army 
surgeons and assistants, and the day fore- 
shadowed by the writer from whom we quote 
above, will: have dawned in reality, “when a 
military hospital will cease to be a pest-house 
or a black-hole, which many enter but which 
few leave.” 


FREQUENT ABLUTIONS. 

At his clinic, on Wednesday of this week, at 
the Jefferson Medical College, Prof. Gross made 
some very happy remarks upon the importance 
of frequent ablutions with Castile soap, or salt 
and water, in order to maintain the proper tone 
and vigor of the skin. In certain diseases, he 
had accomplished more by this simple sanitary 
direction than by medical treatment. It ope- 
rated as a stimulant to the surface, invigorating 
and enlivening the whole system, and ought to 
be practiced both morning and evening. The 
suggestions of the Prof. were timely and appro. 
priate, and should be universally heeded, espe- 
cially when the appliances for accomplishing 
so desirable an end are so constantly at hand. 
And yet caution is necessary that ablution be 
not continued too long, or under unfavorable 
conditions of the system. It should neither be 
practiced when the body is overheated, nor yet 
should it be continued to the extent of produc- 
ing chills. ‘lhe morning is the most favorable 
time. *It should be done quickly, and followed 
by rapid rubbing with the towel or brush, till 
the glow upon the surface indicates decided re- 
action. But as a potent remedy in morbid 
conditions of the system, we are satisfied that 
sufficient attention is not paid to it by physi- 
cians in general. We may recur to this subject 
again. Meanwhile, we direct the attention of 
our readers to an interesting article upon water, 
commenced in our issue of this week. 

0 

The municipal authorities of St. Petersburgh, 

Russia, have determined to found a new hospi- 


tal for poor artisans. It is to be called the 
Alexander Hospital. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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Correspondence, 


LETTER FROM FORTRESS MONROE. 


Camp Hamilton, near Fortress Monroe, Va., 
June 12, 1861. 

Messrs. Epitors:—Since the arrival of our 
regiment here, we have been busily employed 
caring for the sick and trying to perfect our 
arrangements to provide for the wounded. All 
of the camps have suffered somewhat from 
bowel affections incident to so great a change 
in diet and habits; very few becoming serious, 
however. Contagious diseases, we are happily 
thus far exempt from. Several severe cases of 
pneumonia and pleurisy have occurred among the 
troops, and, since the weather has become very 
warm, a number have suffered from coup de 
soliel. On the tenth instant, several regiments 
were marched ten miles toward Yorktown, and, 
while on the march, one regiment came upon 
another, mistook them for enemies, and gave 
them a volley, wounding quite a number. The 
force afterward came upon a battery of the 
enemy, and were stopped, killing several and 
wounding twelve or fifteen. The battery com- 
manded the approaches for half a mile, and all 
the buildings in the vicinity were in range of the 
guns; nevertheless, they were occupied as tem- 
porary hospitals, and such relief as could be 
afforded them was there rendered by the re- 
spective surgeons of the regiments engaged. 
We felt sadly in need of instruments—most of 
us having only a dressing-case. The depart- 
ment states that we shall be furnished with the 
necessary instruments; one amputating-case 
and one pocket-case are not sufficient for a re- 
giment, and these are all that is furnished to 
us, not including so necessary an instrument as 
a catheter or a bougie—no silver wire or suture 
pins. 

Dr. Cuyler, the medical director of this dis- 
trict, would be very glad to furnish us, but he 
has no supplies. I supposed, when I entered 
upon this service, that there was some such 
thing as ambulance used in war; but such a 
luxury is not known here—at least we are not 
provided with any thing more than a hand-lit- 
ter. We were obliged the other day to impress 
into our service the dilapidated carts and don- 
kies by the way, and in such rude manner drag 
at a snail’s pace our wounded, under a burning 
sun, ten miles back to Hampton, where those 
badly hurt were put on boats and taken round 
to the general hospital, established by Dr. Cuy- 
ler outside the fort for the volunteer forces. 
This establishment is extensive and well-ar- 
ranged, and, when furnished complete, will ac- 
commodate five hundred patients. The build- 
ing was formerly the hotel at Point Comfort. I 
was present yesterday while Dr. Cuyler was 
dressing a very interesting case—that of a man 
with compound fracture of the femur at the 
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trochanter, the grape-shot entering in front and 
escaping at the post-gluteal region. The doctor 
was attempting to save him from the terrible 
alternative of amputation at the hip-joint. Others 
were wounded as follows:—One with acompound 
fracture in the middle third of the thigh, put 
up and dressed as for ordinary fracture ; one 
suffered amputation of the fore-arm and one of 
the arm near the elbow on the field of battle ; 
one shot through the ‘lower part of abdomen ; 
one shot through the axilla, one in the epigas- 
trium, and one in the back, penetrating the 
chest, were seemingly doing well. I expect, in 
a few days, to have a better opportuuity for ob- 
servation. It is presumed that this is not the last 
battery we shall encounter on our road to Rich- 
mond. When I have an opportunity, I will 
write more fully. 
Yours truly, 


Albany Military Hospital, June 1861. 

Messrs. Eprrors:—I send you herewith a 
copy of my report as surgeon of the military 
hospital at this place, to the Surgeon-General of 
New York, for the month ending May 3lst. 
During this month there have been five hun- 
dred andeighty-six patients treated ; the number 
of diseases being larger than the number of 
patients, owing to the development of secon- 
dary and tertiary diseases, as pneumonia fol- 
lowing diphtheria. We have received several 
with two diseases, as gonorrhoea and rubeola, 
vaccina and rubeola. [Both in distinct pro- 
gress at the sametime?] A large proportion of 
those admitted were greatly prostrated, and 
required stimulants immediately. In no in- 
stance has depletion been employed to any 
extent. In pneumonia, of which there has 
been twenty-six cases, our principal treatment 
has been sponging the surface ; spts. mindereri 
and morphine internally; blisters from the 
commencement, also stimulus and nourishing 
diet. Of rubeola, or measles, there have been 
treated one hundred and two cases, there being 
sixty in the hospital at a time. The greater 
number of these cases have been of a malig- 
nant character, accompanied by very severe 
sore throat, having a diphtheric appearance. 
The expectoration has been very profuse having 
the appearance of pus. The desquamation re- 
sembled that which takes place in scarlatina. 
In many of them pneumonia supervened ; and 
in all there were more or less typhoid symp- 
toms. In all, stimulants hastened the conva- 
lescence. Some of the sour wines, such as 
champaigne, cherry, madeira, etc., when given 
cold, or with ice, were retained by the stomach, 


when every other drink, stimulus, or medicine 
was rejected. 
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During the month there were treated one 
hundred and twenty-two cases of typhoid diph- 
theria, some of which were complicated with 
pneumonia, while only one proved fatal. He 
was unable to take and retain much stimulus, 
or food, and hence died on the third day, ex- 
hausted. The treatment generally adopted 
from the commencement, even though the skin 
was hot and dry, was muriate tinct. of iron 
f. Zi., muriatic acid f. 3 ss., water 0j.; this is to 
be taken at intervals of a half hour, or hour, 
in 38s. doses, or, in other words as an acidu- 
lated drink. 

The common drink is made of some demul- 
cent, and acidulated with some vegetable acid ; 
such as lemon juice. Citric acid is a good one. 
I allow orange-juice ad libitum. I give milk 
punch, wine whey, eer, or any form of nour- 
ishing stimulus most palatable to the patient, 
while I never lose sight of the grand desidera- 
tum; sustenanceand stimulation—without which, 
many will die from a blood-poison ; die, while 
apparently convalescing and out of danger. 
Several I know did so die while reclining upon 
the sofa, even when the physicians and friends 
were congratulating themselves upon the suc- 
cessful termination of the disease. This treat- 
ment I have found more successful than any 
other. 

I am fully satisfied that all local applica- 
tions to the throat of caustics, including tinct. 
of iron, tinct. of iodine and kreosote, whether 
applied with a brush, sponge or swab, are worse 
than useless, and more especially in chiidren, 
where the struggling is considerable, and the 
corresponding loss of strength proportionate ; 
while in the adult it is, to say the least, trou- 
blesome, annoying, exhausting, and irritating. 

Gargles, however, are not so objectionable, 
and particularly in the adult ; the best of which 
seem to me to be those which contain chlorine in 
some form—say chlorate potash, soda, iron, etc., 
while in the child I depend entirely upon the 
acid drink, rendered palatable by sugar; and 
for food, either milk punch, wine-whey, or 
essence of beef. Fruits which contain vegeta- 
ble acid in any appreciable amount ; and espe- 
cially those which do not abound in too much 
vegetable fibre, are not only palatable, but ab- 
solutely medicinal. I think, from observation, 
that quinine is of no advantage, and hence is 
injurious ; its bitterness is an especial objection 
to its use in children. 

Prof. Alonzo Clark, (who has so ably dis- 
cussed this matter in the American Medical 
Times, during the past winter,) has evidently 
not been conversant with the form of disease 
which has prevailed so alarmingly in this city 
for some years. When time permits, I will en- 
deavor to show wherein his observations differ 
from those made upon the disease in this 
locality. 

Joun SwInBURNE. 
——9———_ 


Dr. Tagliabo has just died at Rome. 
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Messrs. Epirors:—Will you allow me to say a 
few words to the profession in behalf of medical 
journals ? 

The published lists of receipts of three medical 
journals, which it is my privilege to take, have 
shown a very great falling off from those of any 
other three months for the year previous. Various 
causes may combine to effect this; the war, and 
the consequent stagnation of trade, and the scarcity 
of money, are doubtless the principal reasons. So 
far as northern, eastern, and western journals are 
concerned, the non-intercourse of these sections 
with the south must materially limit their circula- 
tion. Among all the agencies which are at work 
for the advancement of medical science, none can 
claim a higher rank than medical journals. These 
give from week to week, and month to month, the 
experience of the best minds in the land on every 
question which can interest a medical man. They 
are so full of eminently practical matter, that no 
one accustomed to their perusal can afford to do 
without them. They have not, like the literary 
P2pers, a promiscuous public to sustain them, but 
are confined to professional men for their support. 
It is estimated that in the United States there are 
about forty-two thousand physicians; probably, it 
would be safe to say that one-third of these are in 
the Southern States, leaving only twenty-eight 
thousand to support all the medical journals. It is 
safe to say that one-fourth of these, or seven thou- 
sand, take no medical journals, leaving the meagre 
number of twenty-one thousand supporters. Let 
this small number be much decreased, and it is ob- 
vious, either that the publication of these papers 
must stop, or they must so economize, as to make 
their pages of less value than they otherwise would 
be, and neither of these things can be afforded by 
the profession. Medical journals must sustain and 
maintain themselves, for no one can or will long 
publish a paper at a loss. Let no physician think 
of stopping his medica journals because of hard 
times. No one feels them more than I do, but I 
had rather wear an old coat, and a “shocking bad 
hat,” than do without my weekly and monthly jour- 
nals. As to the advantages derived from well-con- 
ducted journals, I will give my own experience, 
and, no doubt, it coincides with that of very many 
others. I have taken journals for sixteen years, 
and have full files of them bound. These forma 
complete encyclopedia of medical science, and so 
eminently practical are most of the articles, that 
they are easily retained in the memory, so that on 
almost any point of interest which may arise, I can 
turn at once to these volumes, and find the views of 
the best medical minds in the world. On looking 
back through these years, I can see that more ad- 
vance has been made than in any other like term of 
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years which has past. This advance, I ascribe 
mainly, to the influence of the medical journals. 
As I have said so much of myself, I will only sub- 
scribe myself 

A Lover or Mepicat JouRNALs. 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
MEDICAL EDUCATION IN SPAIN AND THE ROMAN 
STATES CONTRASTED. 

Rome, May 27,1861. 

Messrs. Eprtors :—I have been struck with a 
very remarkable feature of distinction between 
medical education in Spain and in the Roman 
States. In the former, a license to practice is 
given in many colleges ; but, to receive the de- 
gree of Doctor, it is necessary to study an addi- 
tional year in Madrid. In the latter, the de- 
gree of Doctor is given first ; but, for a license 
to practice, or the degree of Dr. Practitioner, it 
is necessary to study two years more in a hos- 
pital, either in Rome or Bologna. The first 
degree can be conferred in any one of the four 
colleges in the Roman States. Such is the law; 
but now it is modified by circumstances, for, as 
is well known to your readers, that part of the 

apal territory in which Bologna is situated is 
in a state of armed rebellion against the mild 
and paternal rule of his holiness, and has by a 
so-called vote of the people (in which, however, 
well-affected citizens were overawed and pre- 
vented from expressing their sentiments) de- 
clared itself a foreign nation. You perceive 
that I am careful to write in an orthodox man- 
ner, as otherwise this letter might have for its 
destination the fire-place of the chief of police - 
instead of your desk. The period of study 
required for the degree of Doctor, either in 
theology, law, the sciences, or medicine and 
surgery, is four years, and, before commencing 
studies in any of these branches, and previous 
to his admission, the applicant must be eighteen 
years old, and pass an examination on the Ele- 
ments of Philosophy. 

I have been informed of the course of studies 
pursued in medicine, which is the following : 

First year, Anatomy, Chemistry, and Botany; 
second year, Legal Medicine, (the rest of this 
year I forget ;) third year, Theory and Practice, 
Materia Medica, and Legal Medicine again; 
fourth year, Theory and Practice and Materia 
Medica, with Pharmaceutical Preparations. 

This is an incomplete list; but, as far as it 

oes, it is correct, and it shows that they have 

ere adopted the plan of progressive study, in 
contradistinction to that which exists with us 
at home. 

At the end of the course of study, an exam- 
ination takes place by eight physicians and six 
surgeons, which consists of six questions. Be- 
sides this, a Latin thesis must be presented. 
The total cost of study in this institution, on 
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any branch for the four years, is $80, including 
the fees for matriculation and graduation. The 
pay which the a receive from the go- 
vernment is about in proportion, being the 
enormous sum of $25 a month. Each professor 
is, of course, obliged to work for his living in 
other ways—the physician, by practice, and 
some of the other professors by giving private 
lessons on the subjects they teach in the college. 

The University is a very fine and substantial 
building, and, of course, the church connected 
with it is the finest and most substantial part 
of it; it is all built of travestin and around 
a court-yard. The cabinet of mineralogy is the 
finest in Italy; a very remarkable feature of it 
is the collection of marble; also, some beauti- 
ful specimens of petrified wood. 

The botanic garden, which I visited the other 
day is well worthy of a visit. It is now ar- 
ranged according to the natural system al- 
though this has only very recently been done, 
as only four or five years ago it was arranged 
according to the system of Linnzeus. The 
plants are all labeled, but not with their names; 
instead of that, they are numbered like pictures 
in a museum, and the student has to go about 
with a catalogue in his hand, and study out in 
that manner the names and properties. There 
are several small green-houses ; but the climate 
of Rome does not require any shelter for many 

lants which would, with us, have to be guarded 
In the winter season. Here palm-trees grow in 
the open air. 


The last place worthy of notice which IT have 
visited for its professional interest is the site of 


the Temple of Asculapius. There is a church 
now standing there ; but part of the foundations 
of the ancient building are remaining, and here 
the form of a boat is visible, with the symboli- 
cal serpent still there. In the church is shown 
a well, which is said to be one which existed in 
the old temple. 

Hoping soon to be able to describe to you 
some of the institutions of Northern Italy, 

I remain very truly yours, 
M. D. Aproap. 


—_—p—— 


Pus Cells in the Atmosphere.—In the Orphan 
Asylum near Prague, an epidemic of purulent 
ophthalmia lately broke out, and 92 children 
out of 200 were attacked. Upon examination 
of the air with Pouchet’s aéroscope, in a ward 
where lay many of the children affected with 
it, a large number of pus. cells were found. 
The cells were noticed upon the instrument 
immediately the air was made to pass through 
the apparatus. - The Medical Society of Vienna 
appointed a committee to investigate the facts. 


Clement A. Finlay, M.D., has been lately pro- 
moted to the rank of Surgeon-General of the 
Army. He now stands at the head of surgeons 
ranking with Colonels. Dr. Finlay is a native 
of Ohio, and has gained this promotion after 
thirty years’ service. ; 
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The Pennsylvania Hospital—The annual re- 
port of this institution, we observe, has been 
received by the Press, (we have not seen it,) 
and we avail ourselves of its abstract, as fol- 
lows: 

A sum of five hundred dollars has been 
placed in the hands of one of the managers to 
assist in the relief and support in that institu- 
tion of such as may be sufferers by the war. If 
not needed for that purpose it is to be appro- 
priated to a fund for enlarging the lecture room. 

At the time of the last report there were re- 
maining in the institution one hundred and 
sixty patients; admitted during the year 
eighteen hundred and forty-two—of whom thir- 
teen hundred and three were recent accident 
and other surgical cases, and six hundred and 
ninety-nine were medical cases. Total under 
treatment during the year, two thousand and 
two. Of these, six hundred and ninety-seven 
were pay, and thirteen hundred and five were 
poor patients. The total number who have re- 
ceived the benefits of this department of the in- 
stitution since its founding, is sixty-eight thou- 
sand five hundred and forty-two (68,542. ) 

Notwithstanding the great increase of facili- 
ties in the department for the insane at Block- 
ley, under Dr. Kirkbride, the accommodations 
are still insufficient for the large number of 
persons who apply for admission into the insti- 
tution. 

During the year 475 insane patients were 
under treatment; 214 were females and 276 
were males; 376 were pay patients and 103 
were poor; 3,636 is the total number of insane 
patients admitted to this department since its 
removal to Blockley in 1841. 

There has been expended in the buildings 
and wall, enclosing fifty acres of pleasure 
ground, the machinery for supplying water, 
warming, and ventilation; the laundry, stable, 
and other outbuildings; the improvement of 
the grounds, and furnishing the wards of the 
departments for males, $352,111 51, of which 
amount there has been received from contribu- 
tors $320,541 33, and interest from’ temporary 
investments, $8,277-72, leaving upwards of 
$24,000 yet to be provided ; in addition to which 
we shall be dependent on the liberality of our 
friends for $35,000, to meet the cost of the re- 
pairs and improvements at the department for 
females. 

The total expenditures of the medical de- 
partment (the old hospital at Eighth and Pine 
streets) for the year were $35,754 16. The 
receipts for the same period were $35,845 72. 
The expenditures of the female department of 
the insane department were $49,625 90. The 
receipts were $52,255 84. The expenditures of 
the male insane department were $58,255 96. 
The receipts were $58,843 68. 

Of 1,842 surgical and medical cases admitted 
to the hospital during the year, but 814 were 
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born in the United States; 628 were born in 
Ireland ; 106 were natives of England, and 112 
were Germans. 

The number of patients received into the hos- 
pital for the last ten years is as follows: From 
the United States, 6,390; Ireland, 7,819; other 
countries, 3,217. 


Turkey, from a Medical Point of View.—Dr. W. 
Goodell, the correspondent of the Ohio Medical and 
Surgical Journal, thus gives a view of medicinal 
empiricism in Turkey :—‘ The empirics form the 
vast majority of the medical body, each of whom 
devotes himself to a speciality, which is he- 
reditary in the family; the father initiating bis 
sons in the mysteries of his craft, and transmitting 
to his heirs all the secrets appertaining to it. Frac- 
tures and dislocations, genito-urinary diseases, her- 
nias, jaundice, epilepsy, etc., are the monopolies of 
as many different families. The Jews and barbers, 
who bleed, cup, leech, and extract teeth in addition 
to their tonsorial duties, are the only general prac- 
titioners. They dabble with herbs and simples in 
the incipient stage of every disease, until alarmed 
friends apply either to the European physician or 
empirical specialist; although, as a general rule, 
the former is considered the dernier resort, and 
gains the credit either of the death or the cure. 
The specialists resort to the most ingenious shifts 
to inspire confidence in their patients and to disguise 
their remedies. One gray-bearded, green-turbaned 
sinner rejoices in being the first oculist of Constan- 
tinople. Seated in his box of an office, six feet 
square, in the most crowded portion of the bazaars, 
and where every passer-by can witness all proceed- 
ings, he prefaces each operation with a long prayer, 
and administers extreme unction to the golden 
needle with which he depresses the lens. In con- 
nection with this subject, let us not forget a noma- 
dic family of veterinary oculists, who have astonished 
the intelligent European residents by their success 
in operating on the cataract of the horse. Arming 
& curved needle with a stout thread, saturated in 
some secret liquid, and muttering some unintelligi- 
ble words, they pass it completely through the lens, 
leaving the ligature to act as a seton for several 
hours. We have been assured by many gentlemen, 
who witnessed this operation in their own stables, 
that the results were most gratifying. 

To appreciate the tricks of those jugglers who 
deal in spells, some knowledge of the composition 
of Turkish ink will be necessary. The coloring sub- 
stance is lampblack, which is thickened and ren- 
dered adhesive by gum-arabic. The paper employed 
is thick and enameled ; hence, the characters formed 
by so viscid a fluid do not readily dry, and every 
Eastern scribe resorts, by necessity as well as by 
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taste to highly-colored sands, the most popular of 
which are brass-filings and fragments of gold-leaf, 
thickly sprinkled on, and afterward polished with 
the smooth convexity of the cyprea. Now the 
toothache is successfully consigned to the skill of 
Mohammedan priests, who circumscribe the seat of 
pain by a circle drawn inink, saturated most proba- 
bly with morphine ; within this circumference caba- 
listic characters are traced, which are eventually 
to be washed off and swallowed. To the great 
scandal of the profession in Smyrna, all obstinate 
cases of intermittent fever, which resisted a regular 
treatment, resorted successfully to the den of an old 
dervish, a sort of Mahommedan monk, who professed 
to deal in nothing but incantation. Curious to un- 
fold the mystery, a gentleman, assuming a most 
unmitigated ague, consulted this pious quack, who, 
after gravely chanting some stanzas from the Koran, 
wrote down some well-sanded extracts, from the 
same holy authority, upon separate slips of paper; 
ordering each to be placed in a vessel of water over 
night, and the contents to be drank during the day. 
It is needless to add that, upon chemical analysis, the 
sand of our medical caligraphist was found to con- 
sist of pure arsenic. In like manner fumigations 
of cinnabar, and of other mercurial preparations, 
are adroitly administered under the guise of a vo- 
luminous prayer or prolonged invocations. This is 
a valuable hint which we throw out gratuitously for 
the consideration of our more etherial brethren. 
To the Ozena of the spiritualist or to a recalcitrant 
node, how efficacious might prove a long message 
from the shade of the departed Galen, or the ghostly 
communication from some defunet Ricord ! 

Another class of empirics, ignoring a religious 
character, sneer at the divine afflatus, and in their 
prescriptions confine themselves to whatever is stu- 
diedly loathsome. In one case of an enormous can- 
cer of the hip, we found our patient swallowing 
boluses, whose ingredients somewhat plagiarized 
the witches’ broth in Macbeth, and were as follows: 

Powdered human skull; 

Powdered dog’s heart ; 

Dried camel’s dung ; 

Powdered cones of the funereal cypress ; 
Crude antimony ; 

Urina virgine. Q. 8. 

By the way, this last named rare and precious 
elixir enjoys a high reputation for curing inflamed 
eyes, and is as intrepidly taken internally for all 
hepatic complaints as Congress or Seltzer water. 
But to return to our patient ; on alternate days, the 
palpitating bodies of ground-rats, eviscerated while 
alive, and frogs reduced to a pulpin a mortar, were 
faithfully applied as poultices. In a scientific point 
of view, this case presented an unusual feature of 
interest, which we have only observed in one other 
person, who was dying from hepatic and uterine 
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cancer. A few weeks before death, the whole sys- 
tem seemed so impregnated with the malignant 
virus, that there appeared all over the body hun- 
dreds of tumors, from the size of a shot to that of a 
large walnut, resembling scirrhus in hardness and 
rugosity. 

Next come a numerous body of vernal quacks, 
who, indulgent to popular prejudices, order a vene- 
section in the spring of the year, and prescribe 
purges and decoctions of frogs and snakes, to 
eliminate all peccant elements, which appear to 
hibernate like beasts of prey in high latitudes. 
Upon the approach of Lent, they also play an im- 
portant part, by granting plenary indulgence in 
the good things of this life to such natives as are 
carnally minded, or have a heretic antipathy toa 
leguminous diet.” 


Is Diphtheria Contagious?—Among the cases 
mentioned in which physicians have contracted 
this disease from attendance upon patients 
affected with it, we notice that of M. Gendron, 
of Chateau du Loire, France, who received the 
diphtheric exudations in his face and mouth, 
while performing the operation of tracheotomy 
on a patient under his care. In all the cases 
mentioned, actual contact of the exudation 
with some abraded surface, or surface pecu- 
liarly susceptible to the poisonous action, seems 
to have actually taken place. The peculiar 
aroma of the disease does not seem to be suffi- 
cient to produce it in the attendants. If it be 
contagious why should all escape it but the 
attending or operating physician? 

A court in France bas lately decided that a 
person who makes a diagnosis, or treats a pa- 
tient in a mesmeric trance, is not an impostor. 
We would be pleased to have the same court 
decide to what category of animals or things 
such persons do belong, if not to that of “‘im- 
posters.” The court bases its decision upon 
the ground that ‘the inefficacy of such a diag- 
nosis has not been scientifically proven.” Would 
its “efficacy,” in a given case, elevate such 
diagnosis to the dignity of being scientific? 

The number of physicians in the United 
States is, according to the Nashville Medical 
Journal, 40,481. In Massachusetts there is one 
to 605 inhabitants ; in New York, one to 611; 
in Pennsylvania, one to 561 ; in North Carolina, 
one to 802; in Ohio, one to 465; in Maine, one 
to 884; in California, one to 860; and we know 
of one village in Vermont where there is one 
to about each 100 inhabitants. , 

The Queens County Medical Society give ex- 
pression to their feelings of loyalty and devo- 
tion to the Federal Union, by declaring their 
readiness to bestow their services gratuitously, 
when needed, upon the families of those who 
have enlisted for the war. At the present rate 
of enlistment, will not such services form a 
considerable portion of the business of the 
practitioner ? 
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On a Method of Obtaining Homogeneous Light of 
Great Intensity.—As it is a desideratum in opti- 
cal science to procure perfectly homogeneous 
light of sufficient baighiners for many important 
experiments, I am glad to be able to communi- 
cate a method which, in a satisfactory manner, 
supplies that deficiency. It is only requisite to 
place a lump of common salt upon the wick of 
a pe rege and to direct a stream of oxygen 
gas from a blowpipe upon the salt. The light 
emitted is quite homogeneous and of dazzling 
brightness. If, instead of common salt, we use 
the various salts of strontium, barytes, etc., we 
obtain the well-known colored flames which 
are characteristic of those substances with far 
more brilliancy than by any other method with 
which [ am aquainted.—Mr. H. F. Talbot in 
Chemical News. 


The Medical Times states authoritatively that 
the New York Tribune is to receive $31,000 for 
one seat insertion of a quack advertisement 
in all its issues. And for this enormous expen- 
diture, the proprietors of the quackery thus 
advertised will reap a rich and abundant har- 
vest. The medicine, if it can be dignified by 
that name, will be swallowed with peculiar 
gusto by the people, and if no good results fol- 
low from its use, as probably there will not,— 
no matter, the fool and his money have parted 
company. What cares the seller? 


Wooden Leg-acy.—The late I. N. Bowditch, 
of Boston, among other bequests, left to the 
Massachusetts General Hospital $5,000, as a 
fund, to be called the “‘ wooden leg fund,” the 
income to be applied toward defraying the ex- 
penses of wooden legs for patients who have 
been obliged to submit to amputation. In the 
distribution of this income, he desires that fe- 
male patients should be preferred to males, and 
young patients to old ones. 


Dr. Shroop, of Chambersburg, writes to 
friends in this city, that the soldiers, who are 
sick in the hospital at that place, are, in man 
cases, entirely destitute of the commonest arti- 
cles of wearing apparel, such as shirts and 
stockings. Donations of such articles, together 
with sheets and bed covers, are needed and re- 
quested. It is truly pitiful that the kindness 
of friends should supply the poor soldier with 
every thing else save that, which in the hour of 
his utmost distress, from wounds or from dis- 
ease, he absolutely needs. 


Prof. Peaslee, of Hanover, New Hampshire, 
has recently tapped a patient with ovarian 
dropsy, and obtained one hundred and thirty- 
five pounds of dropsical fluid. The young lady 
girted, before the operation, five feet and seven 
inches about the abdomen. Has this quantity 
of fluid ever been exceeded? We think not! 


The Microscope discovers the fact that the 
mould on bread and other provisions in damp, 
warm weather, is a dense forest in miniature, 
with buds, leaves, flowers, and fruit. 
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An order has been issued by the Secretary of 
War that the Surgeon-General institute a board 
for the examination of those surgeons who have 
been appointed either by the commanding offi- 
cers of regiments or Governors of States. Com- 
plaints have been made of their incompetency, 
and the object of this board is to secure their 
dismissal from the service if found incompe- 
tent. 

A Fellow of the Royal Society calls attention 
to the fact, that the cast-iron of gun-boats, un- 
der the influence of sea water, aided by the 
galvanic currents set up by the contact with 
copper bolts, may become dissolved, leaving the 
carbon which exists in it in the form of a brit- 
tle plumbago, which would require no Arm- 
strong gun to send it to the bottom. 

Charity Hospital—Through the kindness of 
Dr. Ash we are permitted to announce the elec- 
tion of officers for this hospital for the ensuing 
year, as follows: President of Medical Board, 
H. St. Clair Ash, M.D.; Secretary of do., S. 
Updegrove, M.D.; Treasurer, Z. Ring Jones, 
M.D. 

‘ During the month of May the number of pre- 
scriptions dispensed in the five dispensaries of 
New York city, was 24,067; number of pri- 
mary vaccinations, 5,443 ; number of re-vaccina- 
tions, 210; number of native patients, 9,601; 
of foreign patients, 7,378. 

The St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal re- 
commends the treatment of the rheumatic and 
neuralgic forms of dysmenorrheea, by two grains 
each of sulphate of quinine, and ferro-cyanide 
of iron, three times a day during the intervals, 
at the periods give opium and the warm bath. 

Dr. J. C. White exhibited a mouse at a 
late meeting of the Boston Society of Natural 
History, whose head was almost entirely 
covered with large masses of the parasite fun- 
gus, achorion schoenleinii. The growths formed 
dry, yellowish crusts, resembling in shape ker- 
nels of popped corn. 

The New York Commissioners of Health report 
that typhus fever is prevailing to an alarming 
extent in the Fourth, Sixth, and Fourteenth 
Wards of that city. Every precaution is to be 
taken to prevent the disease spreading. 

According to the weekly statement there are 
now 8,102 inmates in the various institutions 
under the charge of the Commissioners of 
Charities and Correction, in that city; an in- 
crease of 47 on the previous week. 

Among the first objects discovered in the ex- 
cavations at Pompeii, were some jars and uten- 
sils of a druggist’s shop, showing that the 
manipulations of pharmacy were not unknown 
among the ancients. 

The Medical Directory of Great Britain 
contains the names of 16,000 practitioners in 
various departments of the healing art. The 
yearly average of additions exceed one thousand 
annually. 


COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED. 











Vou. VI. No. 12- 


Prize Question in Psychological Medicine.—The 
German Society of Pschiatrics offers a prize of 
of one hundred thalers for the best essay on the 
following query: “‘ What is the Classification 
of Mental Disturbances which is like to prove 
most serviceable in regard to Practical Medi- 
cine?” The Secretary of the Society is Dr. 
Erlenmeyer, at Bendorf, near Coblenz, to whom 
essays are to be directed. 

M. Chassaignac, of France, has lately per- 
formed the operation of lithotomy on a boy, 
three years of age. A calculus about an inch 
in diameter was extracted. The child re- 
covered. 
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Answers to Correspondents. 





A. M. S—The price of Gross’ Military Surgery is 75 cents. 
A, H. H—Instrument sent as directed. 


—_—_—_———~+e@er--- 
Communications Meeeibed. 


Massachusetts—J. G. White, Dr. J. Burnham, with encl.; Dr. 
0. H. Flagg, with encl.; Dr. J. 0. Cornish, with encl.; Dr. 
D. Wilder, with encl.; Dr. C. H. Tuttle, with encl.; Dr. B. 
Luce, with encl.; Dr. T. Bayne, with encl.; Dr. A. A. Gifford, 
with encl.; Dr. J. B. Parris, with encl.; Dr. J. L. Clark, with 
encl.; Dr. J. B. Whitaker, with encl.; Dr. W. E. Williams, with 
encl.; Dr. J. F. Codman, with encl.; Dr. J. E.Cobb, with encl.; 
Dr. J. B. Chase, withencl.; Dr. W. J. Burgess, with encl.; Dr. 
C. W. Harris, with encl.: Dr. B. F. Fearing, with encl.; Dr. M. 
E. Lemmons, with encl.; Dr. B. F. Bruyn, with enel ; Dr. A. H. 
Tobey, with encl.; Dr. W. H. Allen, with encl.; Dr. F. W. Ma- 
son, with encl.; Dr. W. Read. New Jersey—Dr. J. S. Shauck. 
Dr. H. Servis, with encl. New York—Dr. A. H. Cochrane, Dr. 
J. B. Hayes, Dr. Louis Bauer, (2), Dr. John Swinburne. 
Ohio—Dr. A. H. Hewetson, Dr. B. M. Failor, with encl.; Dr. E. 
Pearce, Dr. J. Harris. Pennsylvania—Dr. B. F. Tillum, Dr. 
Thos. Stewart, with encl.; Dr. B. F. Wagenseller, Dr. A. M. Sig- 
mund, with encl.; Dr. P. M. Schweinhard, with encl.; Dr. J. H. 
Wilson, Dr. G. 8. Wentz, Dr. H. Nicholls, with encl. Rhode 
Island——Dr. 8. W. Francis, Dr. J. M. Rand, with encl ; Dr. P. 
Day, withencl. Vermont—Dr. 8. H. Currier, (ans’d.) 

Office Payments.—Dr. B. M. Collins, Pa., Dr. M. Rowland, Dr. 
F. A. Shoemaker, Pa. By Mr. Swain: Drs. Harper, Fussell, 
Bloom, J. Cox, Sims, Neff, Salmon, and H. A. Gildea, (adv.) 


—_—______«e@es -—____ —__--—— 


SUBSCRIBERS TO THE “YEAR BOOK OF AMERICAN 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO MEDICAL SCIENCE AND LITERA- 
TURE.” 

Because we have received but one hundred and twenty names 
as subscribers, and because of the troublesome times and the 
pecuniary embarrassment of the masses, the proposed Year Book 
will not be issued this year. We have, with much labor, pre- 
pared the manuscript for the press, but are unwilling to make 
very great pecuniary sacrifices to bring it out. We have, re- 
peatedly, offered to give the manuscript, costing us much time 
and money, tov any publisher who, at his own expense, would 
bring it out.—All have declined. We still believe such a work 
to be the greatest medical necessity of the age, and shall hold 
ourselves in readiness to again undertake it, at any time when 
there is any hope of its meeting with sufficient encouragement 
to meet its own expenses. We shall continue to prepare a 
summary of medical journal literature, which summary will be 
published in the Reporter. To those who are disappointed in 
the failure of the Year Book, the best we can do for them is to 
advise them to subscribe for the Reporter, and they will get, not 
only our summary, but much more besides. 

0. C. GIBBS, M.D. 


Dr. Gibbs’ first article will appear in the Reporter for next 
week. 








